
Preparing for the Future 
As a Partnership we need to be aware that we are planning, in the 

long term, for a scenario where our six Parishes will be served by 

three Priests – with the possibility of a fourth if the Bishop and the 

manpower and resources available.  Currently there are six Priests 

who would be able to offer a maximum of eighteen Masses over a 

weekend – potentially this number would be reduced to nine Masses. 

There are a number of possible strategies currently being discusses 

across the Partnership.  These include: 
  

 Gathering information about existing Parish Mass times, 

capacity of Churches – including car parking 

 The state of Parish buildings – including the main Church, 

Presbyteries and Church Halls.   
 

We have also agreed on certain Principles based on the following: 
 

 We will plan to ensure all Parishes in the Parish Partnership 

will have a Mass to fulfil their Sunday obligation. 
 

 In a rural community the Church has an obligation to support 

those communities. Lots of cars carrying individuals to distant 

Mass Centres is not acceptable. (E.g. environmental issues, 

safety issues) 
 

 Potentially modern technologies could be used to allow larger 

congregations thus freeing up Priests’ time. (E.g. Service 

relayed to Church Halls from the Church – To the lower floor 

at Gt Bardfield thus enabling better access). 
 

 Longer term Church development to allow for larger Mass 

attendance enabling fewer Masses to be needed where the 

Churches are at capacity.  

 ‘Twinning’ arrangements (rather than peripatetic Priests) are 

preferable developing a sense of support for the Priest 

involved.  
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The North Essex Parish Partnership is made up of 
 

 Our Lady Queen of Peace Braintree 

 Our Lady & St Anne Line Dunmow 

 The Holy Spirit Great Bardfield 

 St Francis of Assisi Halstead 

 St Theresa of Lisieux Stansted Mountfitchet 

 Our Lady of Compassion Saffron Walden 
 

The Aim of the Parish Partnership is to: 
Work together in Collaboration 

Consult and discuss 

Develop our Christian Community 

Co-operate 

Be Christ Centred 
 

The purpose of this common newsletter is to help to keep all 

Parishioners in all of our Parishes up to date with the developments 

and changes that the “Vision” document has outlined. 
 

Growing the Faith in Our Communities 
We face many challenges in bringing about Bishop Alan’s vision to 

“Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in Essex and East London”.  

We need to use each other’s strengths within the Parish Partnership to 

develop new approaches to evangelisation and explore new 

opportunities to share our faith with each other and with the wider 

communities we serve.  There are twelve Renewal Strands: 
 

Charity, Justice & Social Action  Christian Life & Worship  

Education    Family 

Formation    Integration 

Leadership    Material Assets 

Prayer & Spirituality    Priests and People 

Vocations to the Priesthood  Young People 
 

The Parish Partnership has already seen some excellent examples of 

our communities working together collaboratively.   
 

Each Parish Partnership meeting includes reports on activities that 

help our communities to make an impact – although we are aware 

that some Parishes have more expertise than others in some of these 

areas.  This is a real opportunity for us to develop resources, create 

“Centres of Excellence” and share best practice. 
 

We would ask you to think deeply about the Renewal Strands and 

appreciate how important they are to the way in which our Church 

develops in the future.  Restructuring is likely to be seen as important 

but our response to Renewal is critical for the future of our Church.  

Some recent examples of Renewal Events, happening in our Parish 

Partnership, are included below: 
 

Charity, Justice & Social Action 
Supporting Foodbanks across the Parish Partnership. 

Sponsoring the education of children in Ugaanda. 

Collecting religious items for the Tamil Nardu Catholic community. 
 

Christian Life & Worship 
Prayer Day events 

Prayer Mornings and Rosary in Parishes. 

Deanery Pilgrimage to Walsingham. 
 

Formation / Young People 
First Holy Communion Groups. 

RCIA Programmes. 

Partnership Youth Groups and events. 
 

Prayer & Spirituality 
House Bible Study & Prayer meetings. 


